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Welcome to the ninth edition of SATA News.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SATA AGM 

This year's AGM will take place on Thursday 13th September at the Norton Park 
Conference Centre in Edinburgh followed by the SATA Achievement Award ceremony 
and an open meeting. As for other meetings, papers are being circulated by Frances 
Simpson our Meetings Organiser/Minute Secretary.  
 
This is the time of year when people can come forward to join the Management 
Committee or you can nominate someone else, with their permission of course! We 
need new ideas and fresh energy. The present committee is lively and forward looking 
but has no monopoly of wisdom! So please give it serious thought. 
 
SATA Achievement Awards 
The Awards will recognise outstanding achievement in promoting and delivering SATA's 
aim of improving transport and transport-related services and facilities for disabled 
people. They do not carry financial reward and will be in the form of a framed certificate 
with a citation. Eight nominations were received by the judging panel by the June 
closing date. 
 
In this first year the Awards will be presented after the SATA AGM on 13th September 
2012 at the Norton Park Conference Centre in Edinburgh by the blind journalist Ian 
Hamilton, a BBC Scotland TV and news reporter. 

 



Abolition of DPTAC 

Members will recall that we put out a Briefing Paper in July 2011 and held a special 
meeting with representatives from Inclusion Scotland and other organisations. Mark 
Lazarowicz (MP for North Edinburgh and Leith) attended having spoken on the matter in 
the second reading debate in Westminster on the Public Bodies Bill. Our ensuing 
response made the case for retaining DPTAC as a statutory body and rejected the 
alternative options. The Bill went into its committee stage in the autumn and was 
subsequently passed. 
 
A consultation document was issued this June by the Department for Transport on so 
called 'successor arrangements' inviting responses by 14th September. One of the 
'options' was to maintain DPAC in its present form - a slight improvement on its former 
position which did not have it as an option. This must have been prompted by the fact 
that 39% of replies to the Transport Minister's letter a year ago wanted DPTAC to 
continue as it is - by far the single most favoured option. 
 
SATA again held a meeting for interested people on 23rd July and as a result will be 
making a response. We urge you to do the same, either as an individual or as an 
organisation. You can do so to: DPTACConsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Meanwhile DPTAC members continue to meet but with a low level of support from a 
reduced secretariat. 
 

Waverley Station 
Network Rail's Waverley Steps improvement project has now been completed with the 
installation of an accessible lift to and from a walkway above Princes Mall.  
 
Major work on renewing the roof and improving access from Market Street continues. 
The proposal for all vehicles (apart from a limited number of delivery vans) to be denied 
access inside the station from the end of July for security reasons, has now been put 
back to the autumn for further consideration, not least with the City of Edinburgh 
Council. Taxi ranks and drop-off points are to be re-located to Waverley Bridge and 
Market Street. Many other people have expressed concern including organisations 
which provide transport for disabled people to and from the station.  
 
Network Rail offered to form a user group and invited comments and suggestions, but 
we have heard nothing further. Contact Craig Bowman, Communications Manager, 
Network Rail, Tel 0141 555 4108 or to craig.bowman@networkrail.co.uk to express your 
views. 
 

Ticketing 
DfT has consulted on the installation of ticket machines. This is thought mainly to be a 
move to save money by reducing staff.  Many people do not find machines easy to use 
and benefit most from face to face service. The benefits and difficulties need to be 
closely assessed. SATA welcomes smart cards which can be scanned at ticket barriers 
like Oyster cards. 

 



SEStran Thistle Assistance Card 
SEStran, the South East of Scotland Transport Partnership, has been distributing its 
SEStran Thistle Assistance Card. and it has been well received. They are available from 
local authorities and other agencies. For more information contact SEStran, tel. 0131 
524 5150 or email: enquiries@sestran.gov.uk  We still hope it will be used as a model 
for other Regional Transport Partnerships to produce their versions and so get 
Scotland-wide coverage. 
 

Responsible Parking 
Keith Irvine from Living Streets Scotland, who is heading the Alliance Group, spoke at 
our SATA meeting in Glasgow on 17th May. SATA has joined the Alliance to support 
MSP Joe Fitzpatrick who will be taking it forward in the Scottish Parliament as the 

Responsible Parking (Scotland\) Bill in September or October.   
 
Please visit http://joefitzpatrick.net/parkingbill/ and respond to the consultation. At Living 
Streets there is a standard consultation response and anyone add personal details on 
how this affects individuals. Please forward responses to both MSPs and Councillors to 
say that this is an important issue for individuals. Councillors have a crucial role in 
enforcing this at local level. 
 

Taxi Research Day 
The Taxi Research Institute at Edinburgh Napier University held this event at the Royal 
Highland Centre, Ingliston, on 26th July. There was wide representation from the UK 
and abroad with presentations and discussion on topics such as the taxi market, new 
technologies, vehicle design, taxi cost and supply. There were focus sessions on visual 
impairment and wheelchair use, whilst a number of vehicles were on show. 
Unfortunately it all ran over time and the round table discussion on accessibility was 
cancelled. 
 
Scottish Government statistics show that there in 2011 there were 10,600 licensed taxis 
and 10,717 licensed private hire cars in Scotland. Numbers have steadily increased 
over the past few years but the percentage of wheelchair accessible taxis has remained 
at 42-46% and PHC at 2.0-2.5% with marked contrast between different licensing 
authorities and between urban and rural areas. Our own information shows that the 
number of local authority taxicard schemes has shrunk from 16 to 14 and there is a 
tightening up on eligibility criteria. Concessions under the schemes are not keeping 
pace with rising fares, making this convenient form of travel less affordable. 
 
SATA subscription renewals and new members 

The renewal of subscriptions for the financial year 2012/13 was due on 1st April. The 
response has been excellent, so many thanks. For those still to renew, payments 
should be addressed to our Treasurer, John Ballantine,  

If an invoice is required he will send one to 
you. 
 
Welcome to new members. We are still looking to increase our membership number 
substantially. So we repeat:  if you know people who would be interested, especially 
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amongst transport operators, we urge you to approach them or let us have names and 
contact details. 

 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 
Alan Rees MBE 
Secretary 
SATA 
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